GARDENS    AND    TREES
and Garden; and during Evelyn's lifetime Flora
Ceres and Pomona was written by John Rea, whom
Evelyn often quotes, and The English Gardener, by
Leonard Meager. At the time of the Restoration
there was a notable revival of interest in gardening,
and the owners of great country houses were busy
laying out or improving their grounds.
John Evelyn did perhaps more than anyone else to
encourage and popularise gardening by practical ex-
periment, by voluminous study, by personal inspection
and to some extent by initiative and invention. He
collected on the subject the most valuable and ex-
tensive material which hitherto had been, and perhaps
ever since has been, accumulated by one single indi-
vidual. One may regret that what he refers to as his
other "impertinences," in themselves so extensive,
interfered with the production of the gardening
book he planned to write, which undoubtedly would
have been a great book, for his knowledge of this
beloved art, science and occupation far exceeded
the information he had amassed on a hundred and
one other subjects, though this was by no means
negligible.
The small garden has now been enriched by
modern knowledge and modern facilities. The
delights of the garden have sweetened the lives of
multitudes. Flowers, unknown to our ancestors, and
wonderful varieties of plants and shrubs are now
within the reach of people of small means. The charm
of nature, sometimes puzzling, but always repaying
those who love pleasant toil, has been brought into
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